
Town of Oak Grove, AR
Town Council Meeting Minutes

,lune 4,2024
.1. Mayor Robcrt Fairwcathcr called to order the regular meeting o1'the Oak (irove Torvn Council at 7:00 pm at

the Oak Grove l own Hall. All prescnt asked to stand for the Pledge of Allcgiance.
{. Council Members present Gary Gray, Lajunta Plumlee. Terry Hutchison and Stacey Sutton.

* Stephanie Shcphcrd rcad thc minutes lirrn the \4ay 7.202,1, meeting. Motion made by Gary Cray to approve

minutes as read, motion seconded by Lajunta Plumlee. AII Present agreed.
.l. Appointed Candidate Aaron Cuflis for alderman position #3 was srvom in office by Mayor Fairrveather.
..'. Verified llinancial Statements for April 2024 and preliminary financial statement for May 2024 submitted for

council approval. Lajunta Plumlee madc motion to approve financials statements presented, motion seconded

by Arron Curtis. A1l Prcsent agreed.

* Monthly bills fbr May 2024 presented to the council. Lajunta Plumlee made motion to approve bilis,

seconded by Stacey Sutton. AII Present Agreed.
.i. Watcr Dcpartment & Town Hall Stcphanie Shepherd infbrmcd thc Council she is still rvorking on trying to

meet lvith contractors lor possible repairs on the building. Stephanie Shepherd to provided update at next

meeting.

Parks and Rccreation Advisory Board updatc was givcn by Lajunta Plumlee

* A cop.v o1'thc last mcctings minutcs lbr thc Parks and Rccrcation Advisory Board u,as provided lor council

members

* Lajunla Plumlee ir,lbrmed the couucil of a donation frorn Equity Bankof Berryville for $850.00 this

donation is to be used lor the replacement and updated basketball goals lor the Oak Grovc torvn park. The

new goals have been purchased and are to be installed next week.
.i. The Parks and Advisory Board plan to have donation boxes for all of park events in the future. These boxes

will hopcl'ully include photos of the park and/or projects the park is working towards.

t' Lajunta Plurrlee discussed with council the ongoing intent to apply lbr thc f'un park grant again this year. She

has been speaking with representatives of NWAEDD during this process and to apply the tor.vn rvill need to

pass a resolution allowing the mayor to apply for the grant. lherefore, Town Resolution 123-2024 was

presentcd authorizing the mayor to apply for thc f-und park grant. Mayor |ainveathel then read aloud the

resolution in its entirety belbrc thc council. Aaron Curtis madc a motion to approve resolution as read, Stacy

Sutton seconded. All agreed. Rcsolution 123-2024 approved. Sccond reading to occur at next meeting.
.i. The Parks Advisory Board continues to talk more about the donation benches. So far, they have three

interested in purchasing the benches as advertised. Mayor Fainveather r.r,ould like us to also considcr other

designs in thc future. Lajunta inlormed the council that the benches advertised rvas merely selected as it
matched the picnic tablcs purchased by thc tou,n prcviously.

.1. Continued discussion about poor lighting around Community Center and Park. Mayor Fairweathcr inquircd

what type of lighting the fire depanment has installed around Station #1, he would like to see thc samc

installed at the park.

Water Dept
.1. Craig Matzenbaclier brouglrt up the continued issue *,ith missing bluc posts marking water meter Iocations

he would like council to consider relal,ing costs of replacement to customcr. Terry Hutchinson noted to

council that he had received complaints about posts and the yards as well. Mayor Fairweather put forth to

councilthat those who destroy or refuse post should be charged for the cost olrepl:rcement or said customers

could sign an assumption of liability rvaiver where the customer would take on all llnancial responsibilities if
damage occurred to an unmarked location. regardless of fault. The council had no objcctions to charging

customers lbr the replacement ofthe post or their option of signing :r u,aiver to assumc all financial





responsibility lbr destruction rcgardless o1'Iault. Warning letters are to be sent to the offending customer

owners informing them olthe council's decision. Council to be updated again at next meeting.

* Craig also informed the council of a leak at the schoolhouse suspected from the roof. The oouncil discussed

the lact that funds were used Iast vear for roof repair. Mayor Fairweather to investigate and contact Randall

Dickinson u,ho completed repairs last year.
.i. Mayor Fairweather rvould like to inform tl,e council olthe upcoming need for tire replacement on the watcr

department vehicle probably sometime this fall. The council had no problems in the purchase of replacement

lires Ibr the watcr dcpafimcnt vchicle.

Fire Dept
.f. The *833 application was approved for the fire depafiment. 2024 first quarter lunds have already been

received in a total of $501 9.3 I .

* Fire Chief Mike N4cKelvey infbrrned the council that most of the securitv cameras purohased are installed

and working rvell, Still 3 left to bc inslalled.

{. Chief VcKelvey reminded council olthe annual AirMedCare membership that will be coming due soon he

would like to ask councils permission to recluest oounoil's permission to add Stcphanic shepherd to the list
provided when the fire department renews their membership. She contributes a lot to the lirc dcpartment, and

they would like to extend this benefit to her. Ihe council had no objections to adding SLephanie Shepherd to

the Iuture renclval olAirMcdCare Mcmbcrship.

Police Dept - Continued discussion ofpossible reinstatement of C)ak Grove Police Dept.

{. Mioheal Voight spoke bcfbrc council again rcgarding thc possible reinstatement ofthe Oak Grove Police

Department. He presented the council with a potential Polioe Department budgct. From thc inlonnation he's

been able to assess. to reestablish the department approximately $65,000-S68,000 would be needed ovcr a

,vcar's time. Ile informed the council of some state requirements: including that he would need to be a t'ull-

time police chief u,ith a larger salary than previously discussed. l'his has been leflected in the potential

budget prescntcd. Manl ofthe high expenses listed in the budget rvould be initjal one-time costs, suoh as the

purohase o1'a Policc Department vchicle. Mr. Voight would also like to point out that this number is an

overestimate of what he truly bclieves tlie costs u,ould be. Council mcmbers remain undecided on their
rvillingness to proceed. Council members Gary Cray and Lajunta Plumlee are concerncd about thc cost and il'
thc town can truly aflbrd to sustain a Police Depadment. N4ayor Fairweather has been reaching out to other

small-torvn ma.vors in search of possiblc suggestions fbr maintaining and Police Department in towns

without a lot ol'revcnue. Sub]cct to be revisited again next month.

Public Comments

n Public cilizen raised concern again about mosquito issues inside the city limits. She requests the town to

spray repellcnt as they have in the past. Tcrry Hutchison and Craig Matzenbacher discussed lvith the council

and rnayor what chcmicals would bc nccdcd to spray rvithin the city limits. Craig Matzenbacher to obtain

chemicals for the llre dcpaftmcnt to use thcir brush truck in spreading.

Gary Gray madc a motion to adjourn meeting scconded by Tcrry Hutchinson. All Agreed.

Mecting Adjourned at 8:15 PM
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Robert fainrcathcr MAYOR




